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Contact Us! 

2131 Fairview Ave 

Roseville, MN 55113 

651-636-1645 

651-628-9323(fax) 

We want your feedback! 

Please feel free to call us with ideas at 

651-636-1645 or email Natalie at 

natalie@cycamp.org 

Check us out on the web! 

www.cycamp.org 

office@cycamp.org 

From the Director’s Desk… 
 

Hello from the CYC office! Since November is the month of Thanksgiving, 

I wanted to take a moment to share some things I am thankful for here at 

CYC. I am thankful for the campers and families that are dedicated to and 

excited about CYC. I know that what we do here is important because 

there are so so many people who care!  

 

A few weeks ago, I had a chance to meet with a group of LITs. We met to 

hang out, have pizza and talk about the summer. Many of them hadn’t 

seen each other since the summer, and as each person arrived, there was 

lots of screaming and hugging. As we discussed their experience from the 

summer, I was moved by how much of an impact their time at camp had 

on them. I feel thankful to be part of an organization that gives kids an 

opportunity to learn about themselves, grow in faith and have fun. 

November is not only a month for us to celebrate Thanksgiving, but it is 

the month that we set aside each year to begin raising funds for our 

annual campaign. I am very thankful for the support CYC receives. Funds 

raised are not only important for our ability to operate, but to me, 

fundraising is exciting because it shows just how many people are out 

there who care about what we are working so hard to do. Your support 

says loud and clear that our community values quality Catholic camping 

for youth. And for that, I thank you! 

I hope that you all have safe, a happy Thanksgiving holiday!! 

  

 

 
 

Coming in November: 
Don’t forget to put the following dates on your 

calendar! Please call for more information.  
 November 16: Leaders-in-Training 

meeting. 6-8pm. Service Project 

kickoff!  

 November 27: THANKSGIVING! At CYC, 

we are thankful for so many things! We 

are especially thankful to have so many 

wonderful kids and families to work 

with! You will be in our prayers! 

Countdown to Camp 2009: 8 MONTHS! 

Wish List:    
Do you have any of these items just sitting 
around collecting dust? CYC can use them! 

 Wheelbarrow  

 Small trailer for moving items 

 Wood chipper 

 4-wheeler or Bobcat 

 Plastic Rubbermaid bins (with lids) 

 Cafeteria style milk machine 

 Yarn 

 Knitting needles 

 

A Special Thanks…   

…go out to all of the parents who took time to share feedback on 

the Parent Advisory Survey. Thank you for sharing your opinions, 

your stories and your time! Your support makes it possible for us to 

make improvements to camp by making programming higher in 

quality, safer and more convenient for our campers and families. 

 

“For tender grass, so fresh, so sweet; 

For song of bird, and hum of bee; 

For all things fair we hear or see, 

Father in heaven, we thank Thee!” 

~Ralph Waldo Emerson 

November 2008 
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Spotlight on CYC Staff  

                Property Manager: Danny 

Keeping the buildings in working order, cutting overgrow trees and grass, 

building new things around camp, as well as fixing the things that break… these 

are just some of the things he does on an average day! 

  

Danny joined the CYC team in June and moved to McGregor to live at camp year round. After a 35 year career in 

Millwork, Danny is happy to live in the peaceful woods, work on projects around camp and relax by the lake. When he’s 

not busy fixing and building things for CYC, Danny loves to hunt, ice fish, and research geology. He goes to Alaska once a 

year and to South Dakota several times per year. Danny has two adult children, Danny Jr. and Camp Director Natalie. 

 

 

  

 

Attention Alumni!! 

²ŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΗ  

A little piece of CYC belongs to each person 

who’s ever spent time there, loving camp, 

singing songs, laughing, playing and praying. 

After 61 years of camp, there are MANY 

people out there who have spent time at CYC 

and are still affected by their experience. 

They continue to be in our heart and 

prayers… they just aren’t in our database. 

We are trying to get in touch with as many 

former staff and campers as we can! Please 

email or call us to be added to our database. 

We want to keep you involved with and 

aware of what’s going on at CYC.  

We are in the beginning stages of planning a 

CYC staff reunion and we want to make sure 

you are included. More details will follow in 

the coming months, but be sure to get on the 

emailing list today! 

 

Your Opinion Matters!  

2008 was a great summer, but 2009 is going to be even 

better! After much thought and many conversations with 

campers, families, other Camp Directors and just about 

anyone else who would talk to us, we are thinking about 

making some changes to CYC.  

But first, we need your feedback! 

Please consider the proposed changes and then call or email 

us with your thoughts. 

1. Change the schedule from Monday-Saturday 

sessions, to Sunday-Friday. Driving kids to the bus 

stop or all the way to camp is easier on Sunday since 

most parents don’t have to work. Picking campers up 

on Friday would be easier for parents who are already 

heading up to the lake or who want to leave work 

early for a long weekend. 

2. Instead of having camp open to 8-15 year old 

campers all at the same time, designate certain 

weeks for certain age groups. Programming can focus 

on the needs of the specific age groups, resulting in a 

more age appropriate experience. 

Please tell us what you think!! 

Would you prefer to receive 

this newsletter over email? 

Email Natalie@cycamp.org  to 

be added to the list.  

mailto:Natalie@cycamp.org


 

 

  

Did You K now?  

CYC understands that with the economy the way it is, 

pocketbooks are being stretched and pennies are being 

pinched! Sending kids to camp isn’t always easy, so CYC 

wants to help!  

Last year, several families took part in a fundraising 

opportunity that helped offset the cost of tuition (or in 

some cases, paid the entire amount). CYC offered a 

letter that families sent to friends, relatives, neighbors, 

community organizations, etc. asking for partial 

sponsorship of camp tuition. Donors gave, on average, 

$25-$100, which was applied directly to the cost of 

camp. In return families sent thank you letters, pictures 

from camp or even had campers make a short 

presentation about their experience at CYC.  

This fundraiser is a great way for campers to take 

ownership of their camp experience and a wonderful 

way to involve the greater community in providing this 

opportunity to a child.  

Please consider this to offset your camp costs this year. The Benefits of Camp  

According to Richard Louv, author of “Last Child 

in the Woods”, the Centers For Disease Control 

reports that 2 out of 10 American children are 

clinically obese, four times as many reported in 

the 1960s. This statistic has coincided with the 

greatest increase in organized sports for 

children in history. “What are kids missing that 

soccer and Little League cannot provide? 

Generalized hour to hour physical activity is 

likely the absent ingredient… The physical and 

emotional exercise that children enjoy when 

they play in nature is more varied and less time-

bound than organized sports.” 

 
 

 

Giving to CYC  

It’s time for the CYC annual fund campaign! Each year, 

CYC offers scholarships to over 180 campers, adds new 

programming, works to maintain 60+ year old buildings 

and offer a safe quality Catholic camping experience to 

youth. We do this with the generous support we receive 

from families, alumni, friends and people just like you!  

This year, consider making your donation online at 

www.cycamp.org. All donations are tax deductible and 

will be acknowledged with a receipt. 

Donõt Forget! 

The annual CYC Work Weekend date has been set, so 

be sure to mark your calendars and tell your friends! 

April 24-26, 2009.  

Join us at camp for a weekend of spring cleaning, 

raking, building projects and getting camp ready for 

summer. In 2008, we had over 60 volunteers. Your 

support (and elbow grease) make a HUGE difference. 

We couldn’t do it without you! 

Meals and lodging are provided by CYC. This weekend 

is always filled with laughter, prayer, hard work and is 

a great opportunity for you to spend time with other 

members of the CYC community in service.  

Bring your friends and your work gloves and get ready 

for some fun! Details will follow in upcoming 

newsletters. But if you have questions now, feel free 

to call or email. 

      

     CYC is on                        

Become a fan of Catholic Youth Camp-Minnesota on facebook. Search 

for us under “Pages” and add yourself as a fan. This is another great way 

for us to get the word out about CYC! 

 

 

 

http://www.cycamp.org/


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

CYC is Touching Livesé 
2008 campers share their CYC experience. When asked, “How has CYC affected you?” Campers responded: 

This was Pathfinder Michael’s 7th summer as a CYC 

camper. He signed up for camp after receiving a brochure 

from school (St. Charles Boromeo). 

Michael shared the following comments: 

 “The reason [CYC is special] is that it instills Catholic values, 

and lets me go and praise God though fun and prayer at an 

awesome camp. One of the things about CYC that has affected 

me the most is the fact that, at CYC, there is a Catholic Mass 

held. This is one thing that I want to tell people about all the 

time! Where else to you go to church at a CAMP?! My parents 

know when they send me here that I will have a good time, 

and be safe while I am gone.” 

“Another reason I like CYC is that I am loved and welcomed 

back year after year. Maybe some time I will be an LIT, and 

maybe even a counselor!” –Michael (14) 

This was Leader-in-Training Kaila’s first summer at 

CYC. She signed up for camp when she heard about it 

at her church (St. Hubert in Chanhassen). She had 

grown up with great role models and was looking for 

an opportunity to do the same for younger kids. 

 

Kaila shared the following comments: 
“Friendships, faith, and activities are a great part to CYC.  But my 

biggest connection to CYC was the learning I did about myself.  In 

school, you can learn math, history, etc, but the learning and the 

finding you do of yourself goes way beyond the text books.  

Whenever I sat at Sunset Beach, I looked out onto Big Sandy Lake 

thinking about what makes me mad, happy and sad.  What my 

faith means to me, and my values.  Those wonderers helped 

me create a map as to who I am as a person.” 

“I know a lot more about myself, I know I have 
strength, courage, faith, and my trust and love for God 

has risen immensely.” –Kaila (17) 

 

 

 


